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Mill Rd Emergency measures  
 
Overall objective 
 
To respond to government guidance using the first tranche of resource made 
available to implement measures that enable safe social distancing across 
Cambridgeshire. The Government has given authorities funding through the 
Combined Authority to deliver public health benefits, including pop-up cycle lanes, 
wider pavements, safer junctions and bus-only corridors. The County Council is the 
highways authority and will implement schemes. 
 
Rationale 
 
The country is experiencing a public health crisis and these emergency measures will 
support people by helping them to walk and cycle more. They will create additional 
space for pedestrians as retail reopens, so they can adhere to the social distancing 
rules. They will reduce through traffic and allow county to widen the footways. 
  
As part of the government’s ‘emergency active travel fund’, the County Council is 
implementing changes across the county. The Council is required to use this first 
tranche of resources (from government, via the CA) over the next eight weeks to 
deliver schemes that can support the recovery from coronavirus.  
 
Measures on the Petersfield section of Mill Rd 
 
The emergency plans for Petersfield focus on safe social distancing – by widening the 
narrowest Eastern pavements at points between the East Rd junction and the bridge, 
using ‘build-outs’ that enable pedestrians to pass each other safely. There is dense 
residential housing on this narrow pavement side. Much of the pavement is only 
around 1 metre wide so overtaking as well as two-way movement is impossible 
without stepping into the road.  
 
As footfall grows the dangers to people will increase without some adjustments. 
People will not use Mill Rd if they don’t feel safe. Pedestrians use the shops up and 
down the road; pavements on the Western, mainly retail side will need to 
accommodate both growing numbers of pedestrian movements and queuing.  
 
Pavement parking will be prevented by erecting temporary kerbside barriers on the 
stretch between Covent Garden and the Amnesty bookshop.  
 
Pavement build-outs will narrow the carriageway at several points and require give 
and take by motorists to negotiate. This will slow down traffic and without further 
measures would create congestion. Bridge closure, by preventing through traffic 
along the road, reduces traffic volume considerably and helps traffic to keep flowing.  
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The No 2 bus service is getting up and running again with a 15 minute service up and 
down Mill Rd. Unless through traffic is constrained the service will not be able to 
operate and is very important to many local people.   
 
Bridge closure will only apply to motor traffic. Buses, cyclists and pedestrians can 
continue to use the bridge.  
 
Timeframe for Mill Rd scheme 
 
The county plans have been published and the experimental traffic regulation order 
(ETRO) is being published today, 17th June 2020. 
 
This starts the 7 day notice period.  Skanska will start on site on Wednesday 
24th June. 
 
The ETRO for Mill Rd will be in place for 18 months. The first six months will be the 
consultation period and people can provide feedback.   
 
Using the ETRO approach 
 
An experimental order means that the county can make changes to the scheme as it 
goes along. The county is able to implement and then monitor the impact.   
 
The council can adjust the scheme if monitoring and feedback indicate that it needs 
to. This is absolutely in keeping with the experimental approach. 
 
It is not able to make any changes for at least 7 days and then any changes have to 
be advertised for a new 7 day period before coming into operation.   
   
If adjustments are made, the 6 month consultation period re-starts form the point at 
which these changes are made.  If the measures are successful and supported, they 
could be made permanent or more permanent measures could be considered. 
  
Feedback on the emergency scheme 
 
This is an emergency, experimental measure so feedback will be important. Provide 
your feedback via email to policyandregulation@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or write to 
the Policy and Regulation Team, Highways Depot, Stanton Way, Huntingdon, Cambs, 
PE29 6PY.  
 


